
Leara Evans
649 Arthur Court
Decatur, Illinois 62526
learaevans@yahoo.com
217-877-6106

2/26/2024

Melissa Bradford
FOIA Officer for DPS 61
[Decatur Public Schools (DPS) or relevant educational authority]
101 Cerro Gordo Drive
Decatur, Illinois 62521

Dear DPS 61 School Board

Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 ILCS 140/3) and applicable state laws, I am
writing to request the following information from Decatur Public Schools 61 (DPS 61) or
relevant educational authority:

1. The number of students expelled from Decatur Public Schools (DPS 61) from August 2022
to the present date (or the most recent available data). In the following format:

School Year Number of Students Expelled

2022-2023 # of Students Expelled

2023-2024 # of Students Expelled

2. The race of each student expelled from August 2022 to the present date (or the most
recent available data).

3. The gender of each student expelled from August 2022 to the present date (or the most
recent available data).In the following format:

Gender Number of Student Expelled

Male # of Students Expelled

Female # of Students Expelled

4. The length of expulsion for each student expelled from August 2022 to the present date
(or the most recent available data). Please list in order of students availability to return date.



5. The number of expelled students who are currently enrolled in the Decatur Public Schools
Alternative Education Program from August 2022 to the present date (or the most recent
available data).

School Year Number of Students Expelled Enrolled

2022-2023 # of Students

2023-2024 # of Students

All requests are processed as received. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS
140/3) the district will respond within 5 working days of receipt of request as defined by the
FOIA. I would prefer to receive the requested information electronically, via email at
learaevans@yahoo.com.

If you require any further clarification or information to process this request, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Leara Evans
Leara Evans



Leara Evans
649 Arthur Court
Decatur, Illinois 62526
learaevans@yahoo.com
217-877-6106

2/27/2024

Melissa Bradford
FOIA Officer for DPS 61
[Decatur Public Schools (DPS) or relevant educational authority]
101 Cerro Gordo Drive
Decatur, Illinois 62521

Dear DPS 61 School Board

Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 ILCS 140/3) and applicable state laws, I am
writing to request the following information from Decatur Public Schools 61 (DPS 61) or
relevant educational authority:

1. The number of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEP) suspended from
Decatur Public Schools (DPS 61) from August 2022 to the present date (or the most recent
available data). In the following format:

School Year Number of Students w/IEPs Suspended

2022-2023 # of Students Suspended

2023-2024 # of Students Suspended

2. The race of each student suspended from August 2022 to the present date (or the most
recent available data).

School Year Number of Students Suspended

2022-2023 # of Students Suspended

2023-2024 # of Students Suspended

3. The number of vacant teacher positions from August 2021 to the present date (or the most
recent available data).In the following format:

School Year Vacant Teacher Positions

2021-2022



2022-2023

2023-2024

3. The number of teacher resignations from August 2021 to the present date (or the most
recent available data).In the following format:

School Year Teacher Resignations

2021-2022

2022-2023

2023-2024

4. The number of lawsuits involving the Decatur Public Schools from August 2021 to the
present date (or the most recent available data).

School Year Lawsuits

2021-2022

2022-2023

2023-2024

All requests are processed as received. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS
140/3) the district will respond within 5 working days of receipt of request as defined by the
FOIA. I would prefer to receive the requested information electronically, via email at
learaevans@yahoo.com.

If you require any further clarification or information to process this request, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Leara Evans
Leara Evans



Leara Evans
649 Arthur Court
Decatur, Illinois 62526
learaevans@yahoo.com
217-877-6106

2/27/2024

Melissa Bradford
FOIA Officer for DPS 61
[Decatur Public Schools (DPS) or relevant educational authority]
101 Cerro Gordo Drive
Decatur, Illinois 62521

Dear DPS 61 School Board

Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 ILCS 140/3) and applicable state laws, I am
writing to request the following information from Decatur Public Schools 61 (DPS 61) or
relevant educational authority:

1. The number of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEP) expelled from Decatur
Public Schools (DPS 61) from August 2022 to the present date (or the most recent available
data). In the following format:

School Year Number of Students w/IEPs Expelled

2022-2023 # of Students Expelled

2023-2024 # of Students Expelled

2. The number of Black students with IEPs expelled from August 2022 to the present date (or
the most recent available data).

School Year Number of Students Suspended

2022-2023 # of Students Suspended

2023-2024 # of Students Suspended

3. The number of Black teachers from August 2021 to the present date (or the most recent
available data).In the following format:

School Year Number of Black Teachers

2021-2022



2022-2023

2023-2024

4. The demographics of students who are currently enrolled in the Decatur Public Schools
Special Education Program from August 2021 to the present date (or the most recent
available data).

School Year Black White Hispanic Multirace

2021-2022

2022-2023

2023-2024

All requests are processed as received. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS
140/3) the district will respond within 5 working days of receipt of request as defined by the
FOIA. I would prefer to receive the requested information electronically, via email at
learaevans@yahoo.com.

If you require any further clarification or information to process this request, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Leara Evans
Leara Evans


