Thank you to ADM for funding these Earth Day Projects:
Saving the Earth, One Day at a Time at
Muffley Elementary
• Students rotated centers to learn about
different ways to help save the Earth.
They planted flowers, made kites to fly,
cleaned school grounds, made bird
feeders, and made garbage sculptures.
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Recycling Program at Hope Academy
• A school wide recycling program was begun!
Planting Hope at Hope Academy
• Kindergarten to 8th grade students made clay pots using
Earth Day and recycle designs, then planted seeds, recorded
growth, and used expository writing to describe the project.
Grape Arbor on a Fence at
Garfield Montessori Magnet
• Grape plants were purchased and planted. Students did the
planting, cared for the plants, build the structure frame for
the plants to climb, and will process the grapes in the fall.
Theme Garden and
Toad House at
Pershing Early
Learning
• A pizza garden
and toad house
were created to
provide the
vegetable used
in pizza and to
create a habitat
for the toads that
control bugs!
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Thanks to the Howard G. Buffett Foundation for funding CSI

Growing Vegetables for Scovill Zoo at
Enterprise Elementary
• The students grew vegetables and donated them to the local
zoo to feed the animals. The class also created rain barrel.
This barrel will collected rain to recycle water for the
vegetables.

Our mission...

BUILDING

It’s in the BAG at Muffley
• Students created an ecology bag for
themselves and parents to use for
shopping, gifts, short trips, mail, school
papers, etc. An ecology presentation was made to
parents by the students.
We Can Make a Difference for Wildlife at Muffley
• Sixth grade students studied ecology and worked on several
projects related to providing habitat for wildlife and
improving their schoolyard.
Plants, Pollinators, and Biodiversity
at Thomas Jefferson Middle School
• Seventh grade students visited the Greenhouse Observatory
and Pollinatorium at the University of Illinois in
Champaign-Urbana. The students observed many species
of plants and the adaptations they have developed to
survive in different ecosystems and allowed them to
experience a native prairie planting (begun at TJMS).

Decatur High School Memorial Pavilion Update

T

he DHS Memorial Pavilion will be constructed
during the next few weeks, with a dedication
ceremony to take place on Sunday, July 17th at
1:00 p.m. Invitations will be sent to those who purchased
bricks and to honorees.
The pavilion will contain etched bricks honoring
and/or memorializing DHS alumni, teachers,
administrator, and others. Located at the corner of
William and Franklin, beneath the Stephen Decatur
statue, this pavilion will be a lasting tribute to the old
Decatur High School, which closed in 1975. A small
number of bricks are still available for purchase if ordered
by June 17th! Call 424-3300 for more information.

hank you to the Howard G. Buffett Foundation for
providing funding to continue the CSI: Creative
Science Investigations project for an
additional five years. Science ISAT
scores of District #61 fourth
and seventh graders have
shown a steady improvement
over the past five years!
CSI creates interest in science
and science careers among the
students of District #61 by
providing hands-on activities for
students and professional
development in the inquiry method
of learning science. Also funded is the DSI Van Project.
Millikin students, in partnership with the DPSF, travel to
elementary schools throughout the district to perform exciting
and explosive science shows and to offer individual science
stations for special events. New this year was after school
science at four schools!
Some CSI statistics from teacher interviews…
• 100% feel that the programs provided by CSI have
stimulated their studentís interest in science
• 70% shared techniques learned with other staff
• 100% felt that after school science increased critical
thinking skills and problem solving
• 88% felt that the programs assisted in raising their
student’s state standardized test scores

Celebrate!

“

Afterschool science ran for ten weeks,
which is a relatively short time to expect
significant results. It is encouraging to see that
progress was made in critical thinking and
problem solving in this time frame. Because of
these results, our professional development
workshops during 2011-12 will include a
stronger focus in this area.
Rebecca Adwell, Inquiry Science Coach

”

The Legacy of Learning

Outstanding Alumni Nominations

N

ominations are now being accepted for
outstanding alumni of Decatur Public
Schools. Graduates of Eisenhower, MacArthur,
Lakeview, Stephen Decatur and Decatur High School
may be nominated for their accomplishments in The Arts,
Science, Technology, Schools & Community, or in their
field of work. Past honorees include teachers, scientist,
artists, industrialists, and others, all of whom attribute
their success to the education they received at Decatur

Public Schools!
To nominate someone for this award, call the DPS
Foundation at 217-424-3300 or print out the nomination
form on our website, www.dps61.org/foundation. Alumni
will be honored at our 9th annual “Celebrate! The Legacy
of Learning” award dinner on Saturday, November 12th,
2011. New this year is the “Educator of the Year” award!
Visit the DPSF website to learn about the criteria for this
award and for the nomination form.
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$204,410 in Grants and Programs Were Funded by the DPSF in 2010 - 2011!

T

he Decatur Public Schools Foundation supported teachers and schools
throughout District #61 with funding for innovative and creative projects
designed to stimulate interest in learning. Thank you to our donors for your
continued support – our teachers and students have benefitted greatly from the more
than $22 per student provided this year!

Let’s Gear Up

DPSF Grants by Grade Level
8 Grants to High Schools ......................... $23,550
12 Grants to Middle Schools .................... $ 7,572
28 Grants to Elementary Schools ............. $19,099
2 Grants to Pre-K ...................................... $

“Thank you to the Decatur

595

Total .............................................. $50,816

Designated Grants and Programs
Creative Science Investigations .............. $123,533
Musical Instrument Library ................... $ 3,357
First Year Teacher Grants ........................ $ 1,350
Durfee Technology Grant ....................... $ 10,000
Mohan Advance Placement Grant ......... $ 3,586
South Shores Music Grant ...................... $ 10,000
Ellen Spycher Teacher Grants.................. $ 2,625
Total ............................................ $154,451

“My students loved the

KNEX. They were able
to build multiple simple
machine models, such
as flags, roller coaster
ramps, doors, etc. They
learned about simple
machines so quickly!
I have never seen
students more engaged
and enthused. I just
wanted to thank you
for the opportunity
to bring life to our
classroom and
excitement for
learning!”

Foundation for funding the
7th Grade Team Challenge
Project at Johns Hill Magnet
School. This gave 65
students the opportunity to
come together, think, listen
and solve tasks in a way
where they developed new
trust in one another and
new friendships. As a result,
discipline referrals decreased
and positive relationships
increased.
– Katana Baker,
Counselor at Johns Hill
Magnet School

”

“Lab Quests by Vernier” at
Eisenhower High School

“Buggy for Science” at Pershing
Early Learning Center

- Kim Repking, TJMS

“Mallet Madness – Orff
for Everyone” at Garfield
Montessori

“Students who typically are less

likely to participate in music class
were genuinely interested in playing
the Orff Instruments. More
advanced students were curious as
to how they could use the
instruments in combination with
singing and recorder playing.
– Mary Miller, Music Teacher

”
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Instrument Library Increases Elementary
Band/Orchestra Participation
In its second year of operation, the DPSF Instrument Library, in
partnership with the Decatur Symphony Orchestra Guild of Decatur, has
increased band and strings participation by 17% after the first increase last
year of 15%! This permanent collection of band and orchestra instruments
is available for loan to qualifying students of District #61.
As students progress through the grades with their instruments, new
4th and 5th graders are in need of instruments. Please check your
attic, basement, and closets for gently used instruments and
consider donating them to the DPSF. Instruments may be
dropped off at Thompson-Kramer Music on 2102 N.
Oakland. Your donation is tax-deductible!

3

