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The Prep Academy

Partnership between DPS & Prep Academy is an

Richland Community College exciting opportunity
. _ offered only to Decatur
 Earn high school diploma + Public School students

Associate’s Degree from RCC and families.
concurrently 1

* NO COST TO STUDENTS
(Free tuition and free books!)




Strategic Plan
Alignment

Strategy #1

“We will ensure unique, innovative learning experiences for all
students.”

Results Statement 1:

» Develop a sequential program that builds from Pre-K through 12 to
result in all students following a learning pathway toward specific
employable skills or education that supports their individual
interests, passions, and choice.

Action Step:

* Implement intentional learning experiences that develop each
student’s core academics, personal strengths, and individual
interests with the development of an Associate’s Degree upon
graduation.
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THE PReP ACADEMY IS AN
EXCITING OPPORTUNITY

e What is Dual Credit and
i an Associate’s Degree?

YOUR DIPLOMA AND DEGREE IN 4 YEARS

Dual credit allows high school students the opportunity to
earn college credits while in high school.

* Associate degrees are foundational degrees that can help
students achieve academic and professional goals in less time
than it takes to earn bachelor's degrees.

* Gain a head start toward their college education.

* Increased competitive edge when it’s time to apply for their
first job.
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Guiding Principles

* Inclusion and diversity

* Accessibility for all students
* Real world applications

* Cost savings

* Personal coaching

* College preparedness

* Early career exposure

* Increased future employment
opportunities

Program Performance Indicators
Enroliment by Cohort:

26 current Seniors (Cohort 1) Graduate May 2025!

38 current Juniors (Cohort 2) Graduate May 2026!
41 current Sophomores (Cohort 3) Graduate May 2027!
47 current Freshmen (Cohort 4) Graduate May 2028!

50 incoming freshmen to begin Fall 2025!

Metrics being monitored:

# of students enrolled
# of college credits earned
College grade point average

Diversity and inclusion metrics



English English Math Math
Math Math World History World History
RE Science Science Science Science
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Foreign Language/ Foreign Language/
or Another Elective  or Another Elective

Early Bird ENG 2/PE Early ENG 2/PE

Foreign Language Foreign Language

Health Drivers Ed

YOUR DIPLOMA AND DEGREE IN 4 YEARS

DPS Elective DPS Elective

4-Year Semeser o semenerz

US History US History
Sample
ENG 101 - 3 ENG 102 - 3

Schedule

English 4 Engl 4 (if needed)

BN e
[fCleatve  [RCCEctie mspred Futures

Civics Internship

Inspired Futures
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Other Information

®  DPS electives are still very limited due to the tight schedule of meeting the requirements of both the degree and diploma. Each student
should continue to work with their Counselor on their 4-Year Plan.

® Band and AG courses cannot be guaranteed in your student’s schedule. Please have this discussion with your student and make the
decision of what’s best for your student upfront.

®  Each student receives one MacBook!

®  Transportation provided to RCC during junior and senior year.

®  Prep Academy students will be taken on college visits.

®  Students will have an adult Mentor for support + college mentors available to assist students.
® College Mentors at the buildings available to assist before and after school.

i Required GPA to remain in PA is 2.75 or higher at DPS and RCC. Students that do not maintain this GPA, will be transitioned o ut.

i Discipline, grade checks, and progress monitoring is on-going, and students must strive to represent themselves and the program at
high standards, or students can be transitioned out of Prep Academy.
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Required for Acceptance

Completed application includes: + Reviewing committee wil

e Attendance required at Student informational session review grades and student
assessment data (FastBridge

and IAR), discipline data, and
attendance on each fully

* Attendance required at Parent informational session
* One letter of recommendation required - more are welcomed

* Five paragraph essay required on why they want to be accepted

completed application
into Prep Academy program and how they plan to succeed P PP

submitted
* Report card o
* Building level

recommendations will also be
considered

Completed application, along w supporting documents must be
electronically submitted via School Mint. Only fully completed
applications will be reviewed.

 February 21, 2025- Application Deadline in SchoolMint.
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Next Steps for Rollout

Week of February 3  Student informational sessions at Stephen Decatur Middle
School and all K-8 buildings

Week of February 10 Parent informational opportunities via webinar (see next slide)
February 21, 2025 APPLICATION DEADLINE- Submit electronically in SchoolMint

Weeks of March 3 Committee reviews applications

and March 10

March 21 Acceptance and Denial letters mailed

Week of April 14 Accepted student list sent to Richland Community College

**All students accepted must complete RCC online application;
support will be given once students are at that point**
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Parent Informational Sessions

Parents must register and attend one of the following
informational sessions:

* Tuesday, February 11, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m.

* Tuesday, February 11, 2025 @ 5:00 p.m.

* Thursday, February 13, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m.

* Thursday, February 13, 2025 @ 5:00 p.m.

To register, visit www.dps61.org/prepacademy
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Website

www.dps61.org/prepacademy

How to apply!

ofrg/prepacacemy
DPSWed n The Princioal of C

Hemve  Appiy Now  OwrDistrict  Acedemmics  Students & Familes  Community

SUBMIT A PREP ACADEMY APPLICATION IN SCHOOLMINT

Applicaticns to enroll ia the Prep Academy for freshman year in the fall of 2023 will be
accepted February 5, 2025 - Fabruary 21, 2025, The spplucstion sindom will shoss of 5559 pm

Fobeusry 33, 3038
0 5etars ou g your avekcation n Schoosent. Be sure 4 havs yous seqered documents ready b4 LpAsed |
P agragh evay 3] Copy of your sighth 23 bom it vemertar

2 CoPv) LFORE s o pinst apiie Mo 9\

CLICK HERE to_,
Apply In QO'
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First time using SchoolMint? '
Create a Guardian Account by clicking

on Create an account.

Guardian Log In
Be sure to check BOTH boxes in
| |

Preferred Communication to enable

Ervier Erasd or Phcrs Bamsar

SMS Text AND Email Notifications — ] [ @om

(zet started with your account _

A
=]
| |
]

Frebirrand S prrer pen

Returning SchoolMint User?
Use your login credentials when you initially created your guardian account.

- TECH TIP: contact Leslie Risby lrisby@dps61.org if having trouble logging in your

SchoolMint account.




Add Student to your Guardian Account

Click Get Started

-

Welcome Drew Robertson:
2025-2026

Add a Student @

Enter Student Information

- TECH TIP Address: When typing the

address, select the suggested addresses
instead of typing out your address.

- TECH TIP DPS Student ID: if you do

not have a DPS Student ID, enter six zeros in
this field.

© Stugent Informaticon:

Student Infarmation

Selecting an address from the list is required for location senices.

l 101 ‘West cenna e ]
101 Wt Cerra Gonda Sirest

101 East Carro Gordo Streat
’ |5

101 Wast Carrins Avenue
xndal i

181 Cerro Gorde Blackrap

101 Cerro Dnve

¢
¢
o
¢
L)
¢

161 Carro Garde Sreet




Prep Academy Application
Click Start

Select Enrollment Type: 2025-2026

B Fiease selec the type of Iome pou woukd o 10 submit for School Year 2025-2006

Apply to More Schools

Prep Academy Application

Agree to Requirements & Policies

Check “I Agree” box and continue.

Requirements & Policies

i i Nl oot this Torm completely. Fakdicalicns, masiepre senl Jho i, of o S its may

| have redd and e 1o the Requirsments & Policks

[ e ]
Step 1 Program Selection Prep Acadiery Application
Check the box for Prep Academy Prograrm Selaction -
2025-26. Read the information

below the Program Selection
box.

Click (red box) Save & Continue




Step 2 Student Information Prep Acsidersy Appication

Stutont Information -'1

Enter required fields.

Click (red box)
Save & Continue

Step 3 Guardian Information Prop Academy Appication

Cagardian formalion ..}

TECH TIP Address: When typing the

address, select the suggested addresses

instead of typing out your address.

Not required to enter a secg
guardian information.

Click (red box) Save & Continue




Step 4 Parent Webinar

Click on (red) Book Session

OPTION 1: Click on (red) Book Session
to select the Parent Webinar you plan
to attend.

Select the time you can attend by
clicking on a time in red.

OPTION 2: Using the link “Click here to
register” will redirect you to the Zoom
website where you will register. This
will provide you the link to use to join
the webinar.

NOTE: Must go back to SchoolMint and
finish the application after you leave
the Zoom website.

Prep A avierry Applicalion:

REAARED Pareril Zoom -
Wk .

Prep Academy Zoom Parent We binar

chermy program. Sudent a c

| provide mympde schedubss and couns
LIS far the student cach year enralied in the program, Jlong with e
far i,

Splect & suision below. Lengeh: 60 min.

Location & Details

12:00 FM

05:00 FM




Step 5 Required Documents

File types accepted to upload:
.doc, .docx, .pdf

More than one file can be updated for

each document needed to go with your
application.

Click (red box) Save & Continue

Prap Acadesny Applicalicon

Aogidned D irnenlatics v ,

Prop Acicdermy Applicatian

Reguired Decumentation . }
N —




Step 6 Signatures

Read the context.

Type your name as a signature.
Check the box below the signature
field.

Click (red box) Save & Continue

Prog Ac ey Applicaibon

LY
Freoe
.
o scv
]
13
B e

Completed application dees nat
automatically gain admission to the
Prop Acadesny pragram,

Step 7 Review and Submit

Review the information you provided
in your application carefully.

Click on (red) Submit Application.

Frep d pddenmg Apolcaiion

N— ©)
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Parents can go in their SchoolMint ™

account and View Submitted Forms Welcome Maria Robertsor 202 226
and change the webinar date they Frv—
would like to attend. s

| ]

5 It is almost immediate, the parent/guardian will
_ receive a SMS text and/or email CONFIRMATION the
Schockart: Reservetion coutbmed application was submitted.

Prep Acxlerty Foavw e Yehina
end3V2E at 1300pm - DTS ot
N EoET for kngeliza Sunanan
ap=fegrtaticr eaaied

e vt b The boxes checked when creating a SchoolMint

Cunanar. If you reed 12 vake
charges, vait your SchacibAr

damhicerd <fp account under the Prefered Communication will
determine if a text or email or both will be sent.

‘ 54

Get started with your account

o
[-]
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For more information or to
apply, contact:

Ashley Grayned

Executive Director of Innovative Programs &
Strategic Planning

AGrayned@dps61.org

or

Leslie Risby

Innovative Programs Supervisor

LRisby@dps61.org

(217) 362-3064 or (217) 855-8156



mailto:AGrayned@dps61.org
mailto:LRisby@dps61.org
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